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. 2 Y-way, reflex-

loaded, floorstanding loudspeaker.

- Drive-units: 1" fabric-dome tweeter,

- 5" polymer-cone midbass unit, 5"
homopolymer-cone woofer. Cross-
over frequencies: 700Hz, 4.5kHz.
Impedance: 8 ohms nominal, 4.4
ohms minimum. Sensitivity:

. 87dB/W/m. Frequency response:

- 52Hz—20kHz, £3dB; -6dB at 40Hz.

30" H by 6.5" W by

10" D. Weight: 35 Ibs.

black ash.

303A00339, 303A00340.
$1649/pair. Approximate
number of dealers: 45.
-Spendor Audio
Systems, Ltd,, Station Road Industrial
Estate, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27
- 2ER, England, UK. Web: www.
spendoraudio.com. US distributor:
QS&D, 33 McWhirt Loop, No.108,
- Fredericksburg, VA 22406. Tel: (800)
659-3711. Web: www.gsandd.com.

Cherry, maple, rosenut,

‘EQUIPMENT REPORT

Spendor

S5e

'LOUDSPEAKER

Spendor S5e loudspeakers

'm never more conservative than when the subject turns to home audio.
And at the end of the day, I want little more than to preserve the hobby’s
finest institutions: Alnico magnets. Parchment cones. Mono. Sonata
form. Ballads that actually tell stories. Give me tubes. Give me vinyl.
Give me thin-walled hardwood cabinets, obsolete tweeters, and hand-
made polypropylene woofers. Give me the Spendor BC1.

It was a dark day when Spendor stopped making their first and finest
| loudspeaker —or so I used to think. I got over it when I heard the Spendor
| SP100 in the early 1990s, and when I admitted to myself that the newer speak-
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er was indeed better, notwithstanding
its thicker walls and its modern dome
tweeter. The woofer, for its part, was
still a plastic cone, made in-house on
jigs that the company’s founder, the
late Spencer Hughes, had created 30
years before. Some things were never
meant to change.

Spendor’s own drivers are present
and accounted for in the company’s
newest line of speakers, the S range, in
the midst of which we find the S5e
($1649/pair). Apart from those plastic
cones, however, virtually everything else
is new. The cabinets of this slender
floorstanding speaker are made entirely
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Spendor $5e

of 18mm-thick MDF, and are balance-
veneered —ie, veneer is glued to the
inside surfaces as well as to the outside,
to keep the wood stable. The $5¢’s cab-
inet uses internal, circumferential braces
at each driver position, for greater rigid-
ity; those braces are also sized and
shaped to function as back-braces for
the drivers: The wood is carved to fit
against the rear surfaces of the drivers’
magnet assemblies, with rigid polymer
dampers between, intended to turn
excess energy into heat.

Said drivers include a 1" fabric-dome
tweeter —manufactured by the kindly
folks at SEAS —and a pair of Spendor’s

U
-
)
[ B = = S = A = |

20.0
Cumulative Spectral Decay

-4.34 dB, 381 Hz

loy Fregquency — Hz

8.068 msec

Fig.2 Spendor S5e, cumulanve spectrai-decay pl'
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plastic cones. The first of those, a 5"
driver that operates from 4.5kHz down
to the system’s low-frequency limits, is
made from a new translucent polymer
called ep38 (I bet I know what the p
stands for), which Spendor chose for its
being stiff, light, and intrinsically well
damped. Its surround is a light, flexible
butyl rubber, and there’s a stationary
phase plug at the center.

If one were to regard that first 5"
cone as a midbass driver, then the sec-
ond one, which is made from an evi-
dently thicker, heavier homopolymer,
is strictly a woofer, the upper range of
which begins to roll off at 700Hz. Its
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surround appears similar to that of the
above-mentioned midbass driver, but
instead of a phase plug it sports a
lightweight alloy dustcap, cemented
right to the cone. Both of the 5" dri-
vers are assembled onto cast alu-
minum frames.

So the S5e is neither a two-way nor
a three-way system, but actually a fio-
and-a-half-way system: Both woofers
are working at the lowest frequencies,
although the bottom one isn’t asked to
do any work above 700Hz.

The bass-loading system also de-
serves mention. The S5¢’s woofers are
reflex-loaded, but not with the usual
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cylindrical port. Rather, the drivers are
“slot-loaded,” with a broad, rectangu-
lar port that opens at the rear. The bot-
tom of the cabinet proper is left open,
and a nicely made MDF base fits
against it, to be bolted on tightly. A
sculpted area at the top of the base
mates with a chamfered surface at the
bottom of the enclosure, and together
these form a tapered waveguide that’s
said to resist the buildup of standing
waves and to behave more symmetri-
cally than a standard reflex system.
The result, Spendor claims, is flatter
bass response, higher drive levels, and
no “chuffing” as sometimes occurs

with round ports. Also, because the
cabinet is designed to absorb or other-
wise deal with midrange energy
before it gets into the waveguide —
thanks to the above-mentioned poly-
mer sheets between the braces and the
drivers—nothing but bass informa-
tion comes out of the port.

The S5¢’s crossover network uses
third-order filters, and is said to be
designed for especially good dispersion
and off-axis response. In common with
the SP100s and BCls of yore, the S-
range crossovers use Spendor’s own
hand-wound, hand-matched inductor
coils; they go the older speakers even
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better by banishing series resistors for
response attenuation of the drivers.
That, along with the relatively simple
crossover design, would seem to con-
tribute to the Spendors’ pleasantly
average electrical sensitivity and nomi-
nal impedance, which are 87dB and 8
ohms, respectively.

Compared with the last one I pried
apart, Spendor has greatly improved
the physical quality of their cross-
overs: Circuit boards are cleaner and
sturdier, with a much more rigid and
vibration-proof mounting. Even the
internal wiring seems to have been
upgraded —although most electrical
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connections are still made with sol-
derless tabs.

Setup

Before 1 20 Into more detail: During
an exchange that took place during the
Hang the Editors Seminar at Home
Entertainment 2004 East, in New
York City, one attendee —I'm sorry [
didn’t get his name — asked us to clar-
ify what we meant, precisely, by the
placement distances stated in our
reviews: Do we measure from the
front baftle, or from the rear of the
enclosure, or from some imagined
central point, or what? It was a reason-
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able enough question, but one for
which none of us had a neatly crafted
answer, also reasonably enough. For
my reviews, then, please note that all
distances are measured from the exact
center of the front baffle, perpendicu-
lar to the relevant wall. To simplify
things, I shall continue to do it this
way until the end of time.

I listened to the Spendor S5es for
several days before reading the manu-
facturer’s specification sheet or mea-
suring them with my AudioControl
SA3050 spectrum analyzer. When I
tinally did the former, my reaction was
mild surprise: Aw, they have a little more
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